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Many times people come to me and say, "Rabbi, I do not understand. I gﬁ
doing _all the right things but I am not getting the results I desire and @3\'\“

need. Tell me what is wrong. The words I say are right. The clothes I ]V‘ \cﬁ'
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yew=g5e or the hairspray e &xen Sl Ribauor Emily Post or
Amy Vanderbilt, but the reason that weu fail to come across is Ehet e
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_ Yeu—e=ikkat lack sincerity, conviction, ,Z

have stressed appearances over substance. Yeou

Qri inner earnestness.
:éwt St
aieo peabmi®¥y put one-shot performanc over constant effort. Continuous
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effort is much more effective than o?bmt performances," The holxday of
Chanukah speaks about these matters.“WChanukah is a holiday which not only
celebrates religious liberty but how to live Jewishly. Chanukah is our
longest holiday. It lasts eight days. The other holidays do not last
this long. Succos lasts only seven days. , Shmini Atzeres and Simchas Torah
begia S .
are special holidays In order to achieve our goals it is staying power
which counts. If we want something we must constantly rekindle the flame,"Lb
v Yome. .
In Judaism there is no holiday for building the Temple. There is only a
holiday for rededicating it. For the original dedication of the Temple

there is no holiday. Chanukah is the holiday of rededication. 1It's like '
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Aga thlS emphasizes a Jewish truth that it is more important to be better
than to be new. What we must learn now to do is how to pour new meaning
into routine actions. Basically in life there are only a few experiences.
By the time we are married or in our 20s we have had them all. What we
must learn to do is how to renew ourselves, and what causes us to be renewed

is not externals but the way we view life internally. This, too, is the
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essence of the story of the cruz of oil that we all know so well abewt

in the Chanukah story. The Maccabees when they entered the Temple could
only find one small cruz of undefiled oil which should have lasted only
one day but which instead lasted eight days until they could make new oil.
There was plenty of oil on the Temple grounds but it was defiled. It did
not have the seal of the high priest. The rest of the oil was defiled.

The Syrian Greeks did not destroy the oil. They just defiled it. They
wanted the Jewish people to use defiled oil. There was really no objective
difference between the defiled oil and the undefiled oil. I"tv looked exactly
the same, it smelled the same, it tasted the same, but it was different.
The undefiled oil had the seal of the high priest. It had an unseen gquality.
What the Syrian Greeks wanted the Jews to do was to be pious and religious
in a superficial way. They were only interested in appearances. Outward
ritual was all that was important to pagan religion. The inner ingredient
of sincerity, earnestness, and religious integrity was missing. Religion
was meant to manipulate, to force the pagan gods to do what you wanted.
Jewish worship has none of this manipulative quality. We cannot force G-d
to listen to our prayers. He can if He wants but He does not have to.
Unfortunately, in our day the stress of appearance over substance is very
widespread. People do not really mean what what they say or do. Life is
sort of like a play. Right form is more important than content. This same
thing is found in the Torah portion Miketz. Pharoah had two dreams. They
were both about material things, about cows and ears of corn. When Pharoah
tells his dream to Joseph he talks about the beautiful and healthy cows.

He puts beauty before health. Joseph, too, had had two dreams. One of

his was about material things, the sheaves of grain, but the other was
about the stars, about the spiritual element in life, about the things you
cannot see or measure but which you can only feel. Joseph was a great

man because he was concerned with more than appearances. He put health

above beauty. He knew also that no physical enterprise can succeed unless
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there is a deep spiritual element in it. The best and most imposing physical
structure will fall apart if the people who use that structure do not have
dedication, drive, and desire. The inner light, tHe inner dream is much
more important than the outward circumstances. We have seen this all over.
If people are willing to sacrifice for their ideals and if they are informed
by ‘noble ideals they can overcome all obstacles. This is the story of
Chanukah. Why were the Maccabees so anxious to light the menorah? After
all, nobody would be able to see it anyway. It was in the Holy of the
Temple where only a few priests could enter and then not very often. Couldn't
they have waited another week or even another month until tﬂ;y had an

ample supply of 0il? No. They knew they had to light it right away because
without the inner light everything else will fall away. Perhaps in our

day, too, when we look at the world we see that where the inner light of
Judaism shines bright there is still hope even when it is impossible to
practice Judaism like in Russia, where on the other hand in parts of the
United States where Judaism's inner vision has been lost even though there
are many Synagogues and Judaism can be practiced easily Jews are
disappearing. We need the inner light. O0il in Hebrew is Shemen. The
letters of the word Shemen stand for Shabbos, Milah, and Neveem which mean
the Sabbath, circumcision, and the prophets. Shabbos in Jewish thought
stands for a state of goodness and holiness to which we all aspire. Milah
stands for self-improvement, for the hope we can attain this vision, and
Neveem, the prophets, stand for justice and hope, that we can'achieve our
ideals. We all need inner light. With it we can accomplish everything.
Without it we can accomplish nothing. If you are not being heard you

should look whether or not you are stressing appearances or substance.




